The asymmetric unit of the title compound, (C 15 Zhang et al. (2003) . For hydrogen-bond motifs, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) . For the biological activity of oxymatrine, see : Song et al. (2006) ; Wang et al. (2005) ; Xiang et al. (2002) ; Zhang et al. (2001 Zhang et al. ( , 2009 ; Sun et al. (2008) . Oxymatrine is an alkaloid extracted from the Chinese herb Sophora alopecuraides L, see: Lai et al. (2003) . For the preparation and studies of related salts, see: Mao et al. (2008) ; Li (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data (C 15 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) x þ 1; y; z.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001 ); cell refinement: SAINTPlus (Bruker, 2003) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
Comment
Oxymatrine is an alkaloid extracted from the Chinese herb Sophora alopecuraides L (Lai et al., 2003) . It has been reported that oxymatrine plays important roles as an anti-arrhythmic, in immunity regulation, as an anti-tumor agent among other applications (Song et al., 2006) . It is extensively used in China for treatment of viral hepatitis, cancer, cardiac diseases (such as viral myocarditis), and skin diseases (such as psoriasis and eczema) (Wang et al., 2005) . A mechanistic study showed that oxymatrine could inhibit apoptotic cell death in hepatocytes (Xiang et al., 2002) as well as scavenge hydroxyradicals and influence ion channels of cardiomyocytes (Sun et al., 2008) . The synthesis of similar compounds has been reported (Jin et al., 2005) .
The asymmetric unit of (I) is illustrated in Fig. 1 . The geometry of the [FeCl 4 ] -ion compares favorably with that reported previously (Zhang et al., 2003) . In the oxymatrinium cation (oxygen O2 is protonated) ( Table 1 ).
Experimental
A mixture of FeCl 3 .6H 2 O (0.135 g, 0.5 mmol) and oxymatrine (0.132 g, 0.5 mmol) dissolved in ethanol (20 ml) was refluxed with stirring. A light-yellow precipitate appeared after a few minutes and an aqueous HCl solution (1 M) was added drop-wise until the solution became clear. After standing for two days yellow prismatic crystals were observed which were immediately recovered by filtration and copiously washed with methanol.Yellow single crystals of the title compound suitable for X-ray structure determination were recrystallized from ethanol by slow evaporation of the solvents at room temperature over several days.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions and allowed ride on their parent atoms at distances of 0.84 Å (O-H), 0.99 Å (methylene) and 1.00 Å (methyne), and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.5 times U eq (O) and 1.2 times U eq (C-methylene and C-methyne), respectively.
Figures Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of (I) with atom labels and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids.
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